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the RUF—despite being both numerically 
inferior and extremely brutal against civil-
ians—controlled two-thirds of Sierra Le-
one by the year’s end.54 The SLA’s equally 
poor behavior made this outcome possible. 
Often afraid to directly confront or un-
able to locate the elusive RUF, government 
soldiers were brutal and indiscriminate 
in their search for rebels or sympathiz-
ers among the civilian population.55 After 
retaking captured towns, the SLA would 
perform a “mopping up” operation in 
which the townspeople were transported 
to concentration camp styled “strategic 
hamlets” far from their homes in Eastern 
and Southern Sierra Leone under the pre-
tense of separating the population from 
the insurgents. However in many cases, 
this was followed by much looting and 
theft after the people were evacuated. This 
inevitably led to the alienation of many ci-
vilians and pushed some Sierra Leoneans 
to join the rebel cause. For these reasons, 
civilians increasingly relied on the Kama-
jors for their protection. 
 Within one year of fighting the RUF 
offensive had stalled, but it still remained 
in control of large territories in Eastern 
and Southern Sierra Leone, leaving many 
villages unprotected while also disrupting 
food and government diamond produc-
tion.56 Soon the government was unable 
to pay both its civil servants and the 
SLA.57 As a result, the Momoh regime lost 
all remaining credibility and a group of 
disgruntled junior officers led by Captain 
Valentine Strasser overthrew the govern-
ment on April 29, 1992.58 Strasser justified 
the coup and the establishment of the Na-
tional Provisional Ruling Council (NPRC) 
by referencing the corrupt Momoh regime 
and its inability to resuscitate the economy, 
provide for the people of Sierra Leone and 
repel the rebel invaders.59 The NPRC’s 
coup was largely popular because it prom-
ised to bring peace to Sierra Leone.60 But 
the NPRC’s promise would prove to be 
short-lived.  
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